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2018-19 school year was a remarkable year at Fernando Pullum Community Arts

Center (FPCAC). 

 
This past year, 890 students walked through the doors of the Pullum Center or one of our partner schools,

and pursued their artistic expression through personal discipline and teamwork and recommitted to their

schoolwork and good grades. Our outreach activity in 2018-19 school year reached a local audience of

650,000 and more than nine million people on national TV. 

 

FPCAC is a nonprofit organization that uses performing arts education to empower the youth of South Los

Angeles, ages 5-20, to understand their true value, impact their community as positive role models and

inspire them to expand their dreams of who they can become. 

 

With the support of our generous supporters and sponsors, the Pullum Center provided a full schedule

of school-year instruction, a musical production, 64 performance opportunities for the students and a

robust summer program.

 

We’re proud of our accomplishments—and we couldn’t have made this progress without you. Thank you

for continuing to support our organization and our students! 

Fernando Pullum 

Executive Director
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A WORD FROM OUR

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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FPCAC

REACHES  890  STUDENTS

During the 2018-19 school year, FPCAC served

more than 890 students through 76

performing arts weekly classes. Our partnering

schools included Marcus Garvey School, Grace

Hopper STEM Academy, and Wilder's

Preparatory Academy Charter School. 

 

All of our high school seniors graduated and

moved on to colleges or universities. Two of

our saxophonists, Ronnie Heard and

Christopher Powe, were awarded the The

John & Alice Coltrane Foundation full

merit/need-based scholarships to attend

classes at the Shea Welsh Institute of Jazz. 

 

Under the sponsorship of FPCAC, Chris Powe

attended an intense, five-week summer

program at Berkelee College of Music in

Boston with 1,000 young musicians from all

over the world. He returned to Berklee as a

full-time student this fall. 

 

During the year, FPCAC Jazz Band worked

with the professionals at Jackson Browne's

recording studio to lay down tracks for their

new CD. Singer/songwriter Aloe Blacc sang

on three of the tracks. The CD is now in the

process of the final sound mix and will be

released this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

890

76

100%

Number of students who

took classes at the Pullum

Center in the 2018-19 school

year 

Number of classes offered

per week during the 2018-19

school year

Percentage of high school

seniors in the program who

have successfully graduated



NINE  MILLION  
PEOPLE

REACHED

The FPCAC Jazz Band reached more than nine

million individuals by performing at various

notable venues and events. Jazz Band

members played drumline in Ciara & Missy

Elliott's performance at the star-studded

American Music Awards produced by Dick

Clark Productions on KABC 7 TV.  

 

Fernando Pullum and FPCAC student Micah

Heard were featured in a 2-minute news

story on ABC TV News, reaching an audience

of more than 275,000. 

 

FPCAC students were filmed on the John

Lennon Educational Tour Bus as they

produced their original song about Martin

Luther King Jr. The video was featured on

ABC TV Los Angeles that night. 

 

Other notable events included performances

at the July 4th Parade & Concert at Vail Jazz

Festival, Ringo Starr's Peace & Love Birthday

Celebration, and the Martin Luther King

Parade in Crenshaw District. 
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STUDENTS  
GIVE  BACK

FPCAC hosted a successful Hashtag Lunch

Event for the homeless. These events give our

students the understanding of the need to

contribute and make changes to their own

community. A total of 20 FPCAC students and

staff participated and served more than 100

homeless people. 

 

During the year, FPCAC students performed 14

times for seniors at the Good Shepherd
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Housing Project. The varied performances

spanned the performing arts from jazz band

to dance, tap, choir, and drama. These

performances gave our students an

understanding of the healing effects of the

performing arts and a way to thank seniors

for the contributions they have made to their

community for the benefit of the next

generation. During the school year, the

students reached 157 seniors. 

MOANA  

During the 2018-19 school year, FPCAC

produced the Disney musical Moana
reaching 700 people. The spring semester

show featuring high school students was

canceled due to a conflict with the annual

gala. 

We staged Moana in three performances at

Dorsey High School in May. It featured

middle and elementary school students from

both FPCAC and Marcus Garvey School

programs. Proud parents praised the colorful

costumes, the stage design, and the lively

performances by the students. 



SUMMER

PROGRAM

The 2019 Summer program was the best to

date. Program improvements were made

based on feedback from teachers and

parents. For six weeks. over 250 students ages

5 to 18 studied the performing arts at FPCAC

and Marcus Garvey School. Classes ran the

entire day with meals provided. On Fridays,

FPCAC students took field trips to the Getty

Museum, Staples Center (Sparks Vs. Aces), L.A.

Municipal Art Gallery, Knott's Berry Farm, 
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Taco Tuesday Crenshaw Cleanup and Seaside

Lagoon. The Marcus Garvey students visited

Universal Studios and other fun centers and

went skating and golfing. Drums, choir and

dance were big hits with the younger students.

Older students perfected skills on their chosen

instruments. Most important, the students were

off the streets and making friends. 

 

The showcase at the end of the summer session

was fully attended by families and friends with

great enthusiasm. Staff received a constant

stream of hugs for several days. Unlike past

years, this year's summer camp had a good

attendance from older students and many

students signed up for fall semester. 

SECOND  ANNUAL  GALA
On May 7, 2019, FPCAC hosted its second annual gala at the Catalina Jazz Club in Hollywood

featuring the FPCAC Jazz Band, Rickey Minor and members of his band, Verdine White, founding

member of Earth Wind & Fire, and singer/songwriter Jackson Browne. FPCAC honored Rickey Minor,

a music director, composer and producer as well as Emmy Award winner and author. Rickey has

been involved with the students at FPCAC for many years, offering valuable guidance on how to

succeed both in life and the music business, and he has conducted them at various events

including the Emmy's Composer Awards Ceremony. He has also made employment opportunities

available to several of our students. FPCAC was thrilled to be able to recognize Rickey Minor for his

generous gifts of time and musical opportunities to our students. 

 

FPCAC made a scholarship appeal, which raised more than $100,000 during the night. The event

grossed more than $275,000—2+ times the amount grossed during the 1st Annual Gala. 
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JAZZ  BAND  PERFORMING  AT

VAIL  JAZZ

In celebration of the 25th Anniversary of Vail Jazz, the FPCAC Jazz Band traveled to Colorado to

perform a concert for the Vail Jazz July 4th celebrations. Additionally, the Jazz Band Combo

performed on a float sponsored by Vail Jazz in the 1½ hour municipal parade attended by over

10,000 people. The 20-member jazz band and three parent chaperones flew to Denver on the red

eye the day before the holiday, and the students were raring to go as soon as their bus arrived in Vail

a few hours later. They drank in the beauty of the mountains and experienced life at 8,100 feet above

sea level. 

 

Over the two days, they enjoyed the many charms of the town of Vail, heard some excellent live jazz,

played many games of basketball and rode the gondola to 10,000 feet to experience the zip line and

other rides at Adventure Ridge. Vail Jazz is one of the premiere jazz performance and education

programs in the United States. 
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EVENING  WITH

JACKSON

BROWNE
Under the leadership of Board member Amy

Peer, Evening with Jackson Browne, held on

September 8, 2019, was a successful event

grossing more than $200,000. The event was

held at a beautiful private home in Brentwood

with food donated from top local restaurants.

More than 170 guests enjoyed performances by

Jackson Browne and the FPCAC Jazz Band, choir,

and guitar class. Hall of Famer, Jackson Browne,

has been a longtime friend and devoted

supporter of our students. 

CHRIS  POWE  TESTIMONIAL

2019  GRADUATE  OF  FPCAC

"The Fernando Pullum Community Arts Center

made me the person and musician I am

today. I first joined when I was twelve years

old. One day, I showed up to a rehearsal and

was asked to play a song in front of the rest of

the band. I don't remember the song I played,

but I remember struggling through it. After

that, I was in a band. 

 

My life became busy ever after. Keeping track

of my weekly rehearsals and gigs taught me to

be responsible. I had to show up on time with

my music learned to avoid being shamed at

rehearsal or cut from the gig. The Pullum

Center has instilled in me the importance of

time management. I always planned my day

around the gig or rehearsal that I had. Without

the time management skills that I learned, I

wouldn't be able to handle the days where I

have multiple gigs. The center also taught me

good communication skills. I was put in

situations where, in order to survive, I had to

communicate with my band mates and band

leader. All of these learned skills and more

made me the person I am today. 

The center also provided me with amazing

opportunities. Through the Center, I played with

Arturo Sandoval, Rickey Minor, Ronnie Spector,

Kamasi Washington, Wayne Bergerson, Ciara,

Missy Elliot, and Earth, Wind, and Fire. I played

at NAMM, the Emmy's Awards Ceremony, the

American Music Awards, the Drew Jazz Festival,

the Gardena Jazz Festival, and on the television

show Insecure. 

 

The Pullum Center gave me a home away from

home. I built life-long friendships with my

fellow band mates as well as staff who cared

about my well-being and encouraged me to

succeed. The Pullum Center was my safe haven

to express myself creatively and positively. The

Center's mission to give back to the community

through free arts programs inspired me. I am 

glad to have been a part of that. 

 

This fall, I entered Berklee College of Music as a

freshman to pursue my dream of becoming a

professional musician. I am ever grateful to the

Fernando Pullum Community Arts Center for

being in my life." 



THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS 
MAJOR SUPPORTERS 

($75,000+)

 

Zegar Family Foundation

Jim & Judy O'Brien 

Carlton Hill Family Foundation 

180 Degrees & Still Standing

Nonprofit

James & Juliana Bancroft 

 

ARTISTIC DIRECTORS

($74,999 - $20,000)

 

Howard & Cathy Stone 

Michael Lashendock

The Carl & Roberta Deutsch

Foundation

Groove Masters Studio

 

CONDUCTORS 

($19,999-$10,000)

 

Jackson Browne 

Amy & John Peer

Susan Morse-Lebow 

Los Angeles Dodgers

Marcus Garvey School 

Kawai America

Kevin & Claudia Kelly

Woolls Peer Dollinger & Scher 

 

CONCERT MASTERS ($9,999-$5,000)

 

Roddenberry Foundation 

Parents & Friends of Pullum Center 

David Jackson 

Frank & Julie Clementi 

Liberty Hill Foundation 

After Music Studio 

Anonymous 

David Geffen Foundation 

Mickey Mandelbown & Carlyn Henry 

Rob Rooney  

 

PRINCIPALS

($4,999-$2,500) 

 

Jill Mazursky 

Norah & Bruce Broillet

Alan Berro 

Mary Anne Roberto 

William L. Woods 

Christopher Esse

Ernie Fields, Jr. 

Eve Plumb & Ken Pace

Amy Gordon

Annarita Sgro

Kenneth Gatewood 

Michael Gordon

Michael Ross

Veronica Whithorne 

Victoria Strang 

Sandra Behar 

Carlyn Henry 

Carol DeNatale 

County of Los Angeles 

Greg Scher 

Jonathan Dorfman 

Mary Ann Roberto 

Rana Family Fund 

Wimer Family 

 

CHORUS

($2,499-$1000)

 

David Morse 

Laura Owens

Network for Good 

Alan & Melanie Palmer 

Christopher Knight 

Fred A. Calloway 

Jewish Community Foundation of

Los Angeles

Jorge Arciniega

Melanie Palmer

Teresa Press Marx 

Tobey Cotsen Victor

Eric Kranzler

Andrea Strauss 

Anthony Cinquini 

Bodil Dencker

Brooke Wyard

City of Gardena 

David Kohan

Debbie Adelstein

Faye Morse 

Gregory Scher 

Jeff & Deborah Chertow 

Jolie Busch

Karen Bell 

Kevin Goetz 

Lara Nesburn 

Larry Koplin

Laura Svienty

Lauren & Gilly Rojany

Leonard Goldsmith

Leslie Ballas

Lois Reinis

Marjorie Richards 

Mary Ann Weisberg

Mason Sommers

Michael Micko

Nancy Eisenstadt

Nancy Freedman

Nancy Willen

Nick Meyer

Raina Rosenblum

Serena Levy 

Sharon Johnston

Sony Studios 

Stephanie Goodman

Steve Bertram

Susan Jannol

Susan Vizvary

Terry Press Marx

Wendy Glickman

William Shapiro

Drum Workshop Inc. 

James MacKenzie

Karen Mika

Pamela Bright-Moon

Hollywood Bowl

Mark Montygierd

Adam Prestandrea

Amanda Brown 

Anthony Samad

Conor Kelly

Craig Henick 

Daniel Alexis Slotkin

David Mudrick

David Rosenblum

David Sidney Morse

Don & Anne Pollard

Don & Nan Leitch

Donald Skrdlant

Fred Orlan

Gavin Berger

Geoffrey Wells 

Ilene Resnick

Joe and Isabel Lane 

L.A. Sparks 

Margaret Riley 

Matthew Zola 

Michelle & Howard Greene 

Mike Williams 

Paul F. Kelly, M.D. 

Raich Family Fund 

Ramakrishna Putcha

Robert Whithand 

Rodrigo Vargas

Serhan Secmen 

Southern California Gas Co. 

Tim & Deborah Greatorex 

William Ford 
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THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS 
AUDIENCE

($999-$200)

 

Ayn Grinstein

Bill Gerber

Denise Luria 

Jasmine Danielpour

Kathy Williams

Lauren Fite

Leah Ketcham

Robin McMonigle

Sherri Crichton

Steven Nissen

United Negro College Fund

Community Build, Inc. 

Esperanza community Housing Corp

St. Elmo Village

Sharyn Grose

Lehigh University

Andrea Ross

Areva Martin

Betsy Hamilton

Caroline Hart

Christopher Harms 

Dave Liederbach

David Bunis Charitable Fund

David Pearson

Deborah Cohen

Edward Yonek

Frederick Smith Jr. 

Graves Tompkins

sabella Scocozza

Jerry Ross

Lacy Kelly

Lawrence Haertel Jr. 

Linda Leighton

Lorenzo Brown, M.D. 

Michael Eschenbrenner

Michael Maher

Michelle Denney

Nadja Marcoz

Nathan Ives

Norma & John Apoian

Robert Schwartz

Russell Sherman

Sheila Garb

Theater Festival

Tiffany Wright

Timothy Cohan

W. Jeremy Jeffery

Sempra Energy Foundation

Great Public Schools

Noel Korten

Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Fund

Janet Suber

Wonderful Giving

Anani Cultural Healing Arts Center

Eileen Cohen

Lori Furie 

Manuela Glenn 

Matthew Sanders

Urban Lady Foundation

Ward A.M.E. Church

Abraham Saucedo 

Alyce Sigler

Bette Geller

Beverly Sims

Dan Susik 

 

Daniel Kittredge

Genay Watkins

George Newburn

H Bennett Carr

Jeffrey Traum

Jenenne Macklin

John Armbrust

John Williams

Jonathan Webster

Judy and Ken Kamins

Kathlyn Kahan

Kunjal Shah

Marla Rochlin

Michael P. Dillon

Mohammed el Khazzar

Amit Sanghani

Pat Lyons

Paul Curmi

Robert Scharf 

Rose Monteiro

Sebastian Salvado

Sheri Green

Timothy Collins

Alan Canterbury

Connor Jaeger

Denise Simon

Edmond A. Watters III

Ellen Margolin

Friends of Inglewood Public

Library 

Garth Sheriff

Paul Levy

Tellern Grody Public Relations,

Inc. 
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2018-19 FINANCIALS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 

James O'Brien

Chairman of the Board 

Jorge Arciniega

Pamela Bright-Moon

Fred Calloway

Frank Clementi

David Jackson

Kevin Kelly

Michael Lashendock

Ken Pace

Alan Palmer

Amy Peer

Fernando Pullum

Michael Ross

Fred Smith

 

STAFF

 

Fernando Pullum

Executive Director

James Bancroft

Chief Operating Officer

Tracy Williams 

Ana Martinez 

William McDaniel

Danielle Pugh

 

Image Credits: 

James Bancroft

Karim Saafir

Rene Salas 

TEACHERS

 

Brenda Armstrong

Adam Ayers Hymes

Day Bennett

Shoni Bennett

Brandon Bridges 

Breale Brown

James Coffield

Damon Crawford

Kierstyn Elkins

Tashara Gavin-Moorehead

Ronnie Heard

Krista Jones

Jared Mathis

Tierra Mayfield

Pooh Mayo

Jazlyn Miller

Darryle Moore

Dorene Nelson

Traydell Nelson

Keschia Potter-Jennings

Jonathan Pugh III

Ajay Satsangi

Andrew Simon

Earl Williams

 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 561528

Los Angeles, CA 90056-0237

 

Physical Address: 

3351 W 43rd ST

Los Angeles, CA 90008

 

Phone: (323) 292-2700

 

              Total Revenue $906,441                                              Total Expenses $771,107     

                                                                                                                


